The discovery by which 
The discovery by which surgical operations can he rendered painless is one of the greatest connected with our profession, second only to that of vaccination.
It is a blessing to the human family that cannot be overrated; and having been among the first to make a successful use of it in surgical practice, I thought that a brief sketch of the history of antesfchesia, and some remarks on the comparative value of the agents employed to produce it, would not perhaps be uninteresting. When death follows the inhalation of chloroform, on the other hand, there is no merciful premonition. The late Dr. Snow, whose experience on the subject was perhaps greater than that of any other person, thought that " sudden palsy of the heart is the cause of sudden death from chloroform." In death by asphyxia, the heart beats for some minutes after breathing has ceased ; " whereas in some cases of death by chloroform, the breathing has been proved to go on up to the time the pulse stopped, and after it."
With the hope that those who may have occasion to employ any anaesthetic agent will at least make a fair trial of rectified sulphuric ether, I respectfully submit these remarks to my professional brethren.
